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When one wishes what is impossible, there
is more piety than sense in the effusion.

Having lived so long & seen so much, I
oou'd still with more facility moralise back-
wards than forwards. But you & I, dear Sir,
have so many parallel reasons for making
many of the same reflections, that I shon'd
be only wording your own thoughts. Be-
sides, I am writing a Letter & not a Disserta-
tion. And yet, perhaps, one who has been
a silent Spectator of the whole change of
scene, cou'd suggest many observations, that
have not been made by the Actors, nor by
those who have come upon the Stage in the
middle of the drama, & will still less occur
to posterity. But you, tho' much younger,
have seen almost all that has operated our
present situation. I say almost, because I
throw the date farther back than most men,
& shou'd make some stare who are little
aware of what I mean. Yet you, I believe,
want no key to my hypothesis.

I do not pretend to send you news, At
present I actually have none. Your Son
is, I believe, a most punctual correspondent j
and, as I have the satisfaction of seeing himad
